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Maiden, Cecil Jonathan Found 
Crowell. July 7,1958. 185p. $3.50. (1) 


This first American novel Cecil Maiden, British-born 
author presently living California, splendid ex- 
ample what sensitive artist can accomplish with 
simple material. Little, seven-year-old Jonathan the 
child English missionary and his wife who are 
killed Chinese Terrorist uprising. The child 
adopted wealthy American couple whose home 
gloomy Fifth Avenue mansion New York. Mrs. 
Angus, Jonathan’s new mother, has recently lost her 
only son Robin tragic accident school 
ceeds mould Jonathan into the likeness her de- 
ceased son. The basic theme the story the reaction 
little Jonathan this situation and his attempt 
retain and develop his own personality. private tutor 
engaged for him, communication with other children 
prohibited, and series crises occur his new 


home over which the child has control increasing 
tensions the small family. Mr. Angus the kind, 
sympathetic husband and tender father who realizes 
only after Jonathan’s unsuccessful attempt run away 
from home that his wife nerotic and that only 
through medical care and removal the “Robin com- 
plex” will peaceful and happy adjustment effected 
for all three. symbolic gesture, the conclusion 
the book, “put forth his hands the painting 
wall where the painting had been, there was only the 
sunlight now; the clear, clean sunlight the morning.” 


Mr. Maiden gives definite evidence rare artistry 
the creation Jonathan. offers simple story 
which reflects the charm Chopin berceuse, Rey- 
nold’s Blue Boy, Marcellino. The plot uncompli- 
cated but the characters portrayed are finely drawn. 
There relatively little suspense, sex, attempt 
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evolve theory acceptable social agencies. And 
yet there emotional climax which justifies its in- 
ception and execution. The whole effect achieved 
with distinction and delicately subtle charm. Jona- 
than Found distinct contribution modern writing 
and literary expression Christian humanism 
which sees the personality child reflection 


the divine Intelligence. 
Edmund Byrne, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Langdon, John Silverspray 
Macmillan. July 279p. $3.95. (IV) 

This the story the voyage the Silverspray from 
San Francisco Manila and the men who sailed 
her, but principally her captain and the three 
negroes her crew. 


Captain Milo Hansmalch was capable seaman, but 
found hard accept the restrictions placed his 
authority “master” the Mariners’ Union and 
took pains hide his contempt for any colored man. 
was taking his wife few months with him 
this trip. 

Lewis Callam, the chief steward, was older than the 
other two negroes; had been going sea longer 
and was more prone accept his lot black man. 
Jason Greer, able seaman, was well educated and active 
union affairs; was the “ship’s delegate.” Willie 
Compton, the number two scullery man and junior 
member the ship’s crew, was—if not actually half- 
wit when the voyage began—surely mental case even 
before was subjected the chief mate’s brutal beat- 
ings. Willie shirked his work from the first and was 
continually trouble, even though Lewis often did 
Willie’s work for him and tried cover his short- 
comings. 


The rest the crew were mixed lot, with the usual 
sprinkling different nationalities, but they were, 
the whole, competent. Few merchant men that not 
carry passengers can afford purser and, the Silver- 
spray, Pembert, the purser, was little more than yes- 
man and messenger boy for the captain. 


The trip Honolulu was uneventful; not that from 
Honolulu Manila. man overboard, typhoon and 
trouble with the malingering Willie provided action 
enough. 


Some the writing excellent, the description the 
plight the captain forced choose between abandon- 
ing the search for man overboard and remaining 
the path on-coming typhoon particularly so, even 
though some who have been sea may find fault with 
the actual rescue with the treatment the typhoon. 
But many will recognize the difficulties with the com- 
pany representative when trying arrange voyage re- 
pairs and the stories the activities the several mem- 
bers the crew, ashore Manila, are also good, 
especially that seaman Willie Lau trying make 
the most the few hours his disposal. 


The dialogue coarse, often foul, even blasphemous, 
but scarcely more than will found many 
forecastle. The treatment Willie Compton, from 
his first derelictions his murder, brutal the 


abuse authority carried far beyond the realms 
reality which, meant either exposition 
race hatred labor union practices aboard ship, 
lacks conviction. 


not recommended for any class readers. 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Baron, Stanley Matters Concem 
Little, Brown. July 312p. $4.00. (IV) 

Reed Mullen, the hero this novel, has served thre: 
months prison for possessing envelope 
narcotics. was unaware that the envelope 
narcotics, but did not reveal this fact since did 
not want implicate girl singer with whom 
friendly. the story begins, Mullen has been 
released from prison. goes New York, spends 
the night with friend named Betta, has luncheon with 
his former wife, and encounters Lillian Burke, young, 
confused girl who, naturally, lives Greenwich 
lage. Lillian attempts unsuccessfully seduce the 
hero. Mullen invited stay his cousin’s farm 
Virginia. travels the Old Dominion and 
passionate affair with Julia Comfrey. Eventually 
returns New York. Lillian Burke has been injured 
some thugs, and Mullen visits her Bellevue. 
agrees look after her when she released from the 
hospital. 


the reader finishes this novel, has one word 
his mind: vacuity. Most the characters seem 
and live void; consequently they give the book 
overpowering and depressing emptiness 
Aside from Allen and Stacy, Mullen’s Virginia friends, 
the figures this tale simply vegetate, un- 
concerned about evil. the reader could draw some 
point purpose ennobling sentiment from the 
scribed menagerie, might see some significance 
this book; but the reader left with the 
conclusion that although things are miserable, jus 
good alive. Cold comfort, indeed, for the reader 
left vacuo. 

The style uninspired, and the narrative movement 
fitful. This novel almost completely gnarled. About 
every twenty pages the story unknots itself and 
moves sluggishly for five ten pages; then 
itself, and again pushes ponderously forward 
like tortoise. 

apt summation, one recalls the description 
Shelley: “an ineffectual angel beating his wings 
void.” This novel ineffectual nihilism beating 


wings void. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


West, Anthony River’s End Other Stories 
Obolensky. June 18, 1958. 205p. 


Just about half (94 pages) this rather short book 
short stories reprinted from Esquire. One 
shortest stories the book “Not Isaac” recently 
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prize the Anthology Best Short-Short Stories. 
The title story End” was named the “second 
geatest story Esquire’s history” Esquire Magazine, 


The dust cover really goes all out and tells that Mr. 
West leaves behind the “current intellectual miasma, 
his stories the pagan, even the druidic 
great purity coupled with the almost bar- 
power.” other words, even the stories aren’t 
good, can recommend the dust cover. 


However, Mr. West himself tells the biography 
printed the end the book not interested 
describing the wrinkles particular soul—I want 
play world themes, paint the macrocosm 
the 


Whatever this exactly means probably not realized 
because found the stories moderately dull. Maybe 
originally they had something but after much polishing 
they died quiet death least lapsed into coma- 
tose state. other words you can’t follow the story 
the words. 


The book more than somewhat sprinkled with sex 
which seems dragged for popular appeal; and sudden 
and violent deaths are common the same the 
writings high school sophomores. 


The stories are very varied style and content. 
regard style the Monocrats, for example, offers 
terse sharp style... 
“She bottling when they into the house. Moore takes 
off his hat. His hair sandy fair. James cannot guess his 
age.” 
The other extreme found excerpt from “Not 
“Its head, its lovely antique head, was wise and beautiful 
with terrible and uncomplaining wisdom aware long 
past through which its race had furnished food for knives, 
bellies and altars and had heard the sonorous names 
long-forgotten gods chanted gloomy cave, tumulus and 
lavish temple.” 


give idea the varied End” 
tells the story youngish school teacher Ireland 
and her reaction the boy leader her 
“The Upper story life the USA dur- 
ing Prohibition days told co-owner speakeasy 
who alcoholic haze “The Turning Page” 
tells clutch duck eggs hatched white hen 
named Daisy which serves background for adoles- 
cent fornication. “The Song the tale 
are the reflections, just before death, hospital 


Mr. West was born Ireland. traveled the 
USA during the depression but now lives Wales 
beautiful but barren land enough struggle con- 
stantly eke living out its thin, rocky soil for his 
wife and nine children.” This his first book but 
novel “with the relentless intensity 
who began writing late and must catch up.” 
says the dust cover. 
James Ball, 


Buffalo, New York 
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Eiseley, Loren Darwin’s Century 
Doubleday. June 27,1958. 378p. $5.00. (Ila) 


think this important book for adult readers who 
are interested the various phases the study the 
nature man. illuminates the great revolution 
Western thought that was occasioned the publica- 
tion, 1859, Darwin’s The Origin the Species, 
and the discussions about evolution which have been 
going ever since. 

very good stylist and good anthropologist, Eiseley 
has done great deal historical research for his book. 
shall have space simply point out few the 
major ideas and insights that struck particularly 
valuable. 

Eiseley does exceptionally good job analyzing the 
antecedent men and ideas that influenced Darwin. 
The various schools thought are not only unravelled 
here, but are characterized, condensed form, the 
glossary. The description the influence Lyell 
Darwin appeared particularly valuable. 
The preparation comparative anatomy for Darwin’s 
hand was important. Numerous scientists busied them- 
selves studying living forms, with the idea fitting 
them Scala Naturae, attempting system 
classifications rigorous crystallography. This 
needed but the touch evolution become dynamic. 


The contribution the Christian notion linear time, 
opposed the cyclic concept the Greeks, in- 
terestingly depicted. Also the striking fact that the 
Christian philosophy orderliness the universe pro- 
vided fundamental “faith” for the early scientists. 


Eiseley especially good showing where Darwin 
stood time, the great stream science. was 
transitional figure, firmly rooted the English naturalist 
tradition, and with the lacks later-discovered truth. 
Thus, his ignorance modern genetics caused him 
backtrack subsequent editions and espouse the tenets 
Lamarckianism. 


Apart from silences, and couple small remarks, 
which show Eiseley’s less insightful appreciation the 
role religion evolutionary discussions, have noth- 
ing criticize negatively. excellent book. 


Franklin Ewing, S.J., Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


McLaverty, Michael The Choice 
Macmillan. June 24,1958. 239p. $3.75. (Ila) 


Since conflict basic premise most twentieth cen- 
tury literary output, seems redundant for author 
quoted visualizing his work terms conflict. 
Mr. McLaverty has allowed himself quoted 
the attractive book-jacket this vein. continues 
this self-analysis the simple statement that this con- 
flict his fairly successful stories has been resolved 
three simple ways: the conflict character against en- 
vironment; that character against character; and, that 
character against the inmost self. This tantamount 
stating that building house, bricks may made 
clay and straw. 


Simplicity, then, the keynote The Choice. 
simplicity the pastoral effect, sights and sounds. 


ue? 

il 

a 


152 


The simple exposition and dialogue interlarded, 
obvious way, with coined and semi-precious verbs 
effort catch and color the scene with the tradi- 
tional (sic) lilt the Irish village. This can lead 
dangerous trap reiterative details, destroying the 
compassion the author feels for his people, creating 
wonderment, not amazement, the archaic device 
the deus machina used solve the conflict. 


The choice the novel the dilemma Tom Magee, 
simple railroader and stationmaster remote village. 
the death his wife, Tom’s choice lies between 
parental devotion his married daughters; his pro- 
tectorate his youngest daughter, Alice; resolve 
maintain status quo which will allow his son Chris 
finish his holy orders; and chance return his 
native village stationmaster. Each problem creates 
and carries its own values, heightened story-wise 
additional tangents persons and places. 


When the choice made, becomes bitter and wrong 
one; the word “informer” never relished the 
troubled the secure. Tom’s attempts rid himself 
this stigma, which results his death, while the 
various problems the family members seem 
settled happier terms, make sudden denouement, 
striking contrast the leisurely pace the greater 
part the novel. 


this violent mass-communications era, that makes 
this novel reader’s choice. 


Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Sinclair, Harold The Cavalryman 
Harper. June 25,1958. 342p. $3.95. 

the Summer 1864 General Jack Marlowe, fresh 
from successful cavalry career Tennessee, was 
ordered into North Dakota replace injured com- 
mander projected campaign against the Sioux 
Nations when they gathered for their annual meat- 
gathering and jerking Killdeer Mountain. This cam- 
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paign involved several hundred mile march 
mountain and thence the Yellowstone River 
supply boats. the same time the force was 
convoy westward-bound wagon train 
accomplish his task Marlowe was given ragtag and 
bobtail state regiments with little experience and 
training. 

began reorganizing his force, which also included 
company rebel deserters and band 
scouts led Captain Holtz, former European officer, 
met the Sioux and defeated them battle 
Killdeer Mountain, battle which seemed 
him but which actually achieved the purpose 
disrupting the food-gathering activities 
group. his absence the wagon train commander 
obeyed orders and took off his own. With 
went group deserters from the rebel-deserter com. 
pany. They were ambushed Sioux and saved only 
because the valor the deserters and forced march 
Marlowe. Faced with shortage food and 
Marlowe was then forced cross the Dakota 
feat accomplished the face difficulties and 
plicated Sioux harassment. finally succeeded 
rendezvousing with his ships the Yellowstone. 


This very well written, efficiently drawn and 
istic picture army and its commander action 
against Indians land where even survival was 
cult. Marlowe excellently delineated and the quie 
love affair between him and Ruth Hayes pitched 
just the proper key. Barring the inclusion profanity, 
which its major defect, the book suitable for 
readers. 


Marsh, Irving and Edward Ehre (Editors) 
Best Sport Stories: 1958 
Dutton. May 20, 1958. 336p. $3.95. 


With thirty the year’s best sport pictures and 
ing champions every sport from archery 
ing, this collection sport stories will please all sport 
fans. preface shows the boxscore the voting for 
the various stories judges Bob Considine, John 
berlain, and John Hutchens. Want know how 
Milwaukee felt about winning World how 
shine Nippy Jones’ shoes the fourth game 
the 1957 World Series decided that game? The mos 
thrilling moments sledding, bowling, football, trap 
shooting? This book will supply the answer. 


Many the articles the country’s topnotch 
writers are two and three page length; you can dip 
into the book anywhere, anytime; the only trouble 
that reading tidbits like this like eating 
never know when stop. 


One story particular, “Fighting Man” 
Walker, stands out above all the others for me, 
mood, choice detail and groping down deep for 
the heart story. searingly spotlights the world 
boxers, the beatings they take, the aching tragedy 
trying live normal family life while your body 
frequently made sort sacrificial offering the 
the boxing ring. 


The whole book mirrors the best current sports offer 
ings; and, occasionally, with “Fighting Man,” 
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get the feeling having found cameo classic that will 
for long time. Youngsters and oldsters, sports 
and anyone will enjoy this book. 


Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Keith Academy, 
Lowell, Massachusetts 


Graham, Winston The Wreck the Grey Cat 
Doubleday. July 224p. $3.75. 

this historical mystery the natural curiosity 
young boy employed unravel tangled web 
that took place years ago the Cornish 
port Falmouth. Sent there when his mother dies, 
young Anthony finds his Uncle Joe’s 
household with strange and sinister doings. Even his 
Patricia, his only friend, alienated from her 
husband. Trying helpful, young Anthony 
only precipitates the situation that leads stirring 
dimax shipwreck and rescue sea. This well-told 
tale offers something different for readers who like 
mystery with their action and quite satisfactory. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Tomlinson, Charles Seeing Believing 
McDowell, Obolensky. June 11, 1958. 59p. $3.00. (I) 
Aiken, Conrad Sheepfold Hill 
Sagamore Press. May 16, 1958. 62p. $2.95. (Ila) 


This impressive first volume poetry introduces the 
English poet and critic, Charles Tomlinson, 
American audience. The performance the unangry 
young man brilliant. His penetrating vision into 
coupled with vibrant rhetoric that energizes 
the objects observes. Whether his painter-poet’s 
eye describes cloud, landscape, painting 
and true. 


The final section this thoughtful collection repre- 
sents sober and poetic estimate the French Sym- 
contribution our modern climate, not our 
culture. 


Tomlinson’s artistry, evident every poem, 
capsulized lines as: “Art/ complete when 
human.” “The artist lies/ For the improvement 
truth. Believe him.” You can “believe” this artist. 


But may reserved belief that poet-artist Conrad 
Aiken’s fifteen poems provoke the reader. 


Section imaginative casting his proper Pytha- 
gorean Philosophy into poetic framework. Its main 
tenet History’s flux buoying all Mankind and Time 
the waves “togetherness” permeates the entire 
“The Crystal” his poetic articulation 
this philosophy. scintillating crystallization that 
more readily blinds than shines. “Crepe Myrtle,” com- 
taut emotionalization the philosophy. 

Throughout this volume, the diction clear, the 
distinct, the melodies harmonious, but the con- 
theme too often dominates his songs. Every 
Single piece masterfully wrought and affords ex- 
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hilarating and rewarding experience for the reader 
whether shares the poet’s vision. 


usual, this man letters has enriched our Ameri- 
can Culture with another quality volume memorable 


poetry. 
Quinn, 
University Scranton 


Brezzi, Paolo The Papacy 
Newman. Apr 1958. 225p. $3.50. (1) 

Brezzi’s authoritative, though eminently readable study 
the origin and evolution the Papacy, translated 
Henry Yannone, good volume add the 
reference history shelves. The approach historical 
and critical and avoids becoming merely 
series biographies the successive popes. However 
appendix prepared the translator lists the Popes 
and appropriate and very brief data for each one. 
bibliography and index make this volume the more 


valuable. 


Clue-W orks 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Eberhart, Mignon Deadly the Diamond 
Random House. June 276p. $2.95. 


Four short novels, rather long short-stories, the first 
which gives its name the collection. huge 
diamond split and split-second later its cutter col- 
lapses and dies: problem—who the few attending 
the cutting gave him the poison? operator 
finds client dead and suspects his young wife; girl 
kenneller gets herself involved the murder man 
trying oust her from her land; and another young 
lady, ballroom dancer, suspected murdering 
nice old lady Florida plushspot. Miss Eberhart 
usually masterly; but not happy with the short 
form with the more leisurely and complicated full- 
length tale. 


Fleming, Ian The Diamond Smugglers 
Macmillan. May 13,1958. 160p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Fleming, who does good job weaving mystery 
twisters, not adept factual reporting, would 
appear from this account the workings the inter- 
national police and the diamond cartel police against 
the smugglers diamonds from South Africa the 
Near East, French and Belgian markets, and the Mos- 
cow centers. The story factual enough, though in- 
dividuals’ names are disguised, but somehow the ex- 
citement leaks out the whole thing and you have the 
feeling watching the run newsreel. 


Jacobson, Dan The Price Diamonds 
(Borzoi Original) Apr. 18, 1958. 207p. $1.45. 
a 
Not strictly crime mystery tale, this what-is-it from 
South African author starts with mysterious old 
stranger leaving small packet diamonds the 
desk one two eccentric partners, Fink and Gott- 
lieb, who run jobbing business Lyndhurst, some- 
where north Jo’burg. Problem seems not what 
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will done with the gems, but what the gems will 
Fink and Gottlieb and their families. Seems much 


overwritten. 


James, Henry The Art Travel 
Doubleday. June 567p. $5.50. 


the recent Jamesiana, The Image Europe Henry 
James and Henry James and Wells, now added 
collection sketches under the title, The Art 
Travel. Dr. Zabel, the editor, has long held James 
among his literary heroes; has edited The Portable 
Henry James and the author several important 
studies James, alongside which his introduction 
the present collection now owns place. the muse 
the novel ranks tenth among her sisters, she travel 
literature much later born and loss distinction. 
Yet the case James’s work the editor justly claims 
that travel not marginal matter romantic at- 
mosphere, arbitrary impulse, escapist appeal. 
cognate the moral and historical drama which 
addressed himself; the conflict culture saw 
basic his century; the ‘complex fate’ which 
discovered ‘being American,’ but being less 
man full modern sensibility and responsive intelli- 
gence, imposed him” (p. 13). This highlighted 
opening and closing the collection with two series 
essays America written some three decades apart. 
Between James’s amused observation the men and 
women post-Civil War Saratoga and his amazed 
disturbance occasioned unwary visit Ellis 
Island 1904 vast chasm was fixed, and this later 
date makes noteworthy reflection: “One’s [i.e., 
my] supreme relation, one had always put it, was 
one’s relation one’s country—a conception made 
largely one’s countrymen and one’s country- 
women.” Included between the series America are 
sketches England, France, and Italy, the years 
1872-1897, 1876-1884, 1873-1900, respectively. They had 
appeared first magazines like The Atlantic Monthly 
and The Nation, later gathered James into his 
travel books, which have been long out print, all but 
The American Scene, re-issued England 1946; 
from this book the second series American sketches 
the present collection has been taken. There 
bibliographical note about the publication the essays, 
and each group essays preceded brief note 
explication and dating. Besides the service this book 
renders Jamesians and the slight merit history 
that James when first collected his travel sketches 
feared would their sole value, there much 
charm the casual reader—things like the Oxford Com- 
memoration, the warden Carcassonne, the evocation 
mediaeval Siena upon moonlit night without 
soul evidence wearing nineteenth-century garments 
break the spell, and many other persons and places. 
And the searcher for symbols will rewarded when 
comes upon phrases like “the turn the Irish 
screw.” Except for the frontispiece—a portrait James 
(an. aet. 62)—this travel book without pictures; 
whether from policy taste the intensities cur- 
rent literary scholarship none Joseph Pennell’s illus- 
trations have been reproduced. 
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book Recommended 
Bates, (Editor) 
Space Research and 
Sloane. Mar. 20, 1958. 287p. $4.00. 


Addressed the intelligent adult who wishes 
correct data space-travel fundamentals, this 
British) dealing with the history 
travel, possible hazards cosmic rays, meteors 
radiation, propellants, satellites manned guided 
orbiting and navigation, medical and biological 
and current knowledge about the moon and 
planets. Appendices provide numerous statistical 
technical data, including tables and formulae. brie 
preliminary section identifies the separate 
Handled with slightly greater animation than 
Maloney title below, the book also covers wider field 
and, the case medical and biological problems 
touches some subjects not always included 
lar space-travel books. older, interested 
with some mathematics their background, this 
sound, solid material. 


*Brégy, Katherine 

The Story Saint Francis 

Patron Catholic Writers 
Bruce. July 108p. $2.95. 
Though the title uses the word Story, this book 
factual account the Saint’s life, which 
sketches his principal activities and associates. 
ever, proportionately greater attention given ‘to hi| 
writings and the occasions which inspired them tha 
found longer works. The author sees hima 
both product his times, the age the Counte 
Reformation, and advance guard whose 
was love and mortification the will rather 
the body. “His equipment for this task was that 
gentleman and scholar, apostle and 
man exquisite sympathy who early became 
nized saint.” Epilogue briefly analzes his 
ing technique and alludes the current 
Catholic writing. Addressed adults, the book 
within the reach and interest junior-senior 
and has the added attraction being “thin” 
Quietly, rather than dramatically, told. 


Church, Richard Dog 

Illustrated Laurence Irving. Day. Apr. 24, 1958. 


European frontier town, young sister and 
and second, orphaned, boy, become involved 


dangerous adventure when they cross the border 


picnic the hills. Their dog, Toby, 
frontier guard, flees into railroad tunnel 
the two hostile nations, each which 
tunnel mined the other, and the children 
after their pet. Three trains, one international 
press, enter the tunnel while the children are 
and suspicion runs high before the young 
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yince their elders that conspiracy involved. The 
dog recovered and friendly relations restored, the chil- 
dren return home, leaving the reader impressed the 
that small part present-day international 
tension comes from baseless fears and mutual distrust. 
This superior writing, with the smells, sights and 
sounds the countryside made vivid the reader, 
the characters (including the dog) individualized and 
and the political situation intimated rather 
than flatly described. dog story, will appeal 
junior high, while the more thoughtful older reader 
will also catch its underlying significance. 


Cunningham, Mary The Paris Hat 
Funk Wagnalls. 182p. $2.95. 
The title applies subsidiary plot wherein 26-year- 
old Aunt Faith’s wandering husband regularly an- 
nounces his return sending her Paris hat. But the 
story 17-year-old Cathy’s. Oldest six, she has 
mothered her younger sisters and brothers since their 
mother’s death and now she succumbs the 
charm and the glamorous line young dancer 
search pupils. Fortunately, she has Old Faithful 
fall back upon when the inevitable disillusionment 
comes. Meantime, several other interesting characters 
play their parts, some whom are directly affected 
Cathy’s decision, while others help her see her way 
more clearly. Lighthearted and ingenuous, with many 
diverting situations, the story will popular with girls 
without demanding much cerebration, and leave 
wholesome reaction the unselfishness and common 
sense the chief character. 

Lawrence White Eagles Over Serbia 
Criterion. Apr. 18, 1958. 200p. $3.00. 
For the reader young old who likes novels espion- 
age and international intrigue, this tale British 
secret service agent Tito’s Yugoslavia, trying dis- 
cover the reason for the murder his predecessor and 
for the rallying royalist forces, suspenseful, liter- 
ate and logical story. Against the better judgment 
the British embassy, Colonel Methuen enters Belgrade 
disguise, then secretly dropped off the Serbian 
mountains where poses native fisherman. 
Thanks fact that unravels clue found the 
dead agent’s pocket, and the additional fact that 
aids mortally wounded royalist, makes contact with 
the rebel forces, learns the secret newly purchased 
submarine and takes part some very lively fighting. 
The characters are well drawn and likable; the action, 
after slow start, fast; the picture the Serbian 
mountains graphic and majestic. The contrast between 
pre-Tito and present-day Yugoslavia interesting. 
touch realism added the author’s comments 
the presently widening rift between Russia and Yugo- 
And not smutty profane word situation 
the whole book. 


Kent, Louise Andrews 


Went with John Paul Jones 
Illustrated Victor Mays. Houghton. Mar. 28, 1958. 
266p. $3.00. 


book which might with equal justification have 
been called Went with Captain James Cook, the 


covers years the life Virginia boy who 
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went through crowded series adventures during 
that period. Sent from his comfortable plantation 
home recuperative voyage join his older brother 
England, 12-year-old Nicholas Young Caryll and his 
Negro companion Pambo made their way the old 
English ancestral mansion only have Nick fall ill, 
his brother killed planned duel, the latter’s place 
taken cousin who was his exact copy, and the 
boys cast adrift London. Luck put them aboard 
Captain Cook’s ship bound for Tahiti and round-the- 
world voyage, after which shipwreck South Sea 
isle, shanghaiing into the British navy, imprisonment 
English Black Hole occurred before Nick finally 
rejoined Captain John Paul Jones whom had met 
the original trip England. His part the glorious 
and surprising battle between the Bon Homme Richard 
and the Serapis described colorful detail. Eventu- 
ally reaching Virginia after his long absence, Nick 
ejected the usurper, married the vivacious girl had 
known childhood, and took part the seige 
Yorktown. 
The narration lively and the book reads easily and 
well, spite its pages and the initial credu- 
lity-stretcher the plot. check with the Dictionary 
American Biography indicates that the personality 
and activities John Paul Jones are accurately de- 
picted, though not unnaturally book for young 
people the whole story not covered. New young 
readers may the account the charity certain 
English citizens American prisoners war during 
the American Revolution. 

Maloney, Terry Other Worlds Space 
the author. Sterling. June 23, 1958. 128p. 
For the older student with some background astron- 
omy, here book Fellow the Royal Astro- 
nomical Society which reviews present knowledge 
the planets, and their satellites, covering such phases 
solar distances, gravity, size, density and mass, at- 
mosphere, orbital and rotation rates, and appearance 
earth observers. Three chapters discuss amateur 
telescopes and observation, what artificial satellites can 
expected reveal, and astronomy hobby. All 
these were written before Sputnik but concluding 
chapter written later takes into account the new in- 
formation the artificial satellites have provided about 
the less-than-expected hazard from cosmic rays, and the 
possibilities for more precise information anent some 
the phases now roughly known. Throughout, the 
tone extremely cautious and the conclusions care- 
fully weighed, much that the writing stolid 
places. For this reason, the book makes needed 
counterweight for the more extravagant promises and 
reckless generalizations some authors make. But only 
the student who earnestly seeking exact information 
will probably stop over it, and the space-fiction addict 
will considerably downcast the author’s negative 
reaction manned space travel. Color plates, black- 
and-white pictures and drawings enliven the account 
somewhat, but only occasionally are placed with the 
text they cites the laws for 
planetary orbits, the aberration light and statistical 
data’ for the’ solar satellites. Another glossary 
astronomical terms, the definitions which are not 
always clear the beginner. 
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Powers, Anne Ride with Danger 
Bobbs. Mar. 10, 1958. $3.00. 


Relations between 14th-century England and Ireland, 
with English noblemen attempting solidify their 
position the latter country and the Irish clans trying 
disposses them, provide the background for this story 
Irish secret agent the fringe Edward III’s 
court. Thomas O’More (age unspecified) gives in- 
formation Edward which sends the English fleet 
against France instead Ireland the beginning 
the Hundred Years War, fights several well described 
battles, Crecy included, taken spy, and ultimately 
recognized the “lost” Conall O’More, heir and 
leader the O’More clan which most active re- 
storing Irish overlordship. There great deal 
derring-do and incidental information about Edward’s 
struggles with Parliament, but unfortunately feel 
flavor place and period, and the gimmick about the 
true identity the agent early recognized. 


Schmeltzer, Kurt 

The Axe Bronze; Story Stonehenge 
Illustrated Charlton. Sterling. May 1958. 
142p. $2.50. 
Combining into one account the building the famous 
British megalithic monument and the discovery the 
making and use bronze, simultaneously some 4,000 
years ago, the author contrasts two villages, one for- 
ward-looking and already possession the bronze 
axes, the other reactionary, superstitious and under the 
influence its priest who teaches that the “tears” cer- 
tain weep under heat are displeasing the 
gods. Not even the superior qualities axes moulded 
from two kinds tears, one brown and the other silver- 
colored, induce the conservative elders the latter 
village use them. But when new altar stone 
installed and the sacrificial fire causes the tears flow, 
priest and elders know the gods approve their use. The 
story centers around four boys from the two villages 
and carries conviction almost too strong for its highly 
hypothetical nature and the junior high reader’s back- 
ground. Incidental the main plot third develop- 
ment whereby the boys discover that oxen, instead 
women, can trained draw the plow. The descrip- 
tion the quarrying, transporting and installing the 
sacred stones interesting and plausible. And the 
narrative itself proceeds smoothly and irresistably. 


Steinmann, Elsa The Son the Gondolier 
Illustrated Johannes Grueger. Pantheon. June 16, 1958. 
191p., map. $3.00. 

Present-day Venice with its gondola transportation 
the scene this story 12-year-old Gabriello who be- 
comes man the family when his gondolier father 
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killed. After fishing job ends abruptly for Gabriello, 
his mother’s embroidery fails bring enough 
support them, and visits the pawnshop serve only 
pay the back rent, the little group four move from 
their centrally located apartment free (and dismal) 
housing project off-shore island. What really 
saves the situation, however, Gabriello’s giving 
his long standing ambition becoming gondolier and 
instead unhappily beginning apprenticeship glass 
factory. The discovery his promising talent for glass 
blowing, plus the friendliness the new neighbors, 
establishes the family normal, happy paths once 
more. The picture lower middle class Italian life, 
its mores and insecurity, foods, religious practices, 
well the skillfully interwoven information about the 
glass industry and the generations-established but 
nomically uncertain gondola trade, make rewarding 
book for grades 6-8. The translation from the German 
Richard and Clara Winston idiomatic and natural. 


The Wooden Horse 
Abelard. May 1958, 


*Williams, Eric 
Drawings Martin Thomas. 
256p., maps. $3.50. 


1950, the author published under the identical title 


factual account the escape three British flight 
officers from German prison camp. Rewritten now 


fiction form for adolescents the same story, told 
the third person with copious dialog supplied, ficti- 
tious names assigned the characters, and the “language” 
and unsuitable incidents the original omitted. 
ously enough, still lacks well defined plot, though 
the suspense and adventure are maintained high 
level. There excellent picture prison camp, 
with its contrasting individuals, its cooperation among 
them, its irritations and rubbing elbows, and above 
all the buoyant hope eventual escape. The ingenuity 
shown the escape, its daring, the bewilderment and 
hesitation over making decisions once the men found 
themselves out camp but still enemy territory, 
and the complete lack heroics, are most impressive. 
will remembered that the exploit consisted dig- 
ging tunnel under portably plywood vaulting horse, 
over which fellow prisoners obligingly jumped order 
disguise from German seismographs the disturbances 
made the digging trowel. The betraying sand had 
carried out full sight the guards, the tunnel 


shored up, the excavation site carefully 


all plain sight guards and dogs. Months after the 
digging started, the trio got away, separated, and two 
them made their dangerous way through Germany 
meeting the third Sweden, whence all three went 
air England. According the jacket, the escapees 
were there decorated for bravery. 
reading. First published this special form 
land, 1955. 
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